RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
deal of his time, I had with it, the B.I.R. and the Committee on Education, plenty to do, and spent the greater part of my time in London, generally, however, coming back to Cambridge in the evening, as I found its quiet refreshing after the turmoil of that city. One night, however, after a very long day's work, I stayed in London at Garland's Hotel in Suffolk Street. After I had gone to sleep I was awakened by a prodigious noise, which turned out to have been due to a bomb which fell close to the hotel. I soon fell asleep again and slept until breakfast-time. When I came down I found I was the only person who had not spent the night in the basement. The Zeppelin had returned not long after it had dropped the first bomb and dropped several other bombs as it came back, without awakening me.
Cambridge during the War
With the breaking out of the war in August 1914 there began a period lasting for more than four years when everyone had to give up his usual work and turn to something which might help to enable us to win the war. Those undergraduates who were physically fit joined the Army, taking at first commissions in the Regular Army, and later in Kitchener's. The older men helped with the work in Government offices, e.g. the Foreign Office and the Admiralty. Some who had an especially intimate knowledge of some foreign language, or were adepts at acrostics or cryptograms, joined the department which was established for decoding the German wireless messages; others went as masters in schools to free a younger man for service in the Army. Some of those who remained in Cambridge undertook to patrol the streets at night to 228